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G77 earn Fossil of the Day as they oppose language to foster civil society participation
First place fossil goes to Algeria!
Algeria on behalf of the group of G77 was awarded the third ever Rio Fossil of the Day today.
Moves to oppose language in relation to effective civil society engagement and participation in
implementing sustainable development have earned them the top spot.
Today’s Rio Fossil was chosen through a vote by representatives of youth networks and hundreds
of global NGOs organized in the Climate Action Network CAN.
The Fossil presentation text reads as follows:
“Algeria is receiving the fossil on behalf on G77 for opposing language in relation to effective
civil society engagement and participation to implement sustainable development. 20 years ago,
Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration recognised that the best environmental decisions are made
with the involvement of the public. That includes civil society groupings such as NGOs, women,
trade unions, youth and others. We agree that referring to stakeholders in the outcome document
should be avoided as some private interest groups, such as big corporations, do more harm than
good.
However, in many ways civil society groups are the best allies parties have at the international
level, especially developing country parties, whom we often support by providing increased
capacity and advocacy efforts. We have a huge range of expertise and experience that adds real
value when we are able to participate in decision-making at the local, national and international
levels. Our ability to participate also ensures the legitimacy of decision making and
helps translates decisions into real world outcomes. This is the only way to genuinely achieve
sustainable development. We know that only a very small number of G77 members are resisting
language that would help us play our role more effectively. The rest of the G77 should not
allow this minority rule."

The Rio Fossil Awards will be presented daily throughout the negotiations highlighting the
country or countries who do the least to support progress (or the most to block it) on issues
relevant to climate change, such as energy, forests, and the green economy. Fossil of the Day
ceremonies take place every day at 18:15, in the corridor leading from the negotiating rooms in
Pavillion 3 into the main crossroads towards the courtyard in the center of RioCentro.

About CAN: The Climate Action Network (CAN) is a worldwide network of over 700
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) working to promote government and
individual action to limit human0induced climate change to ecologically sustainable
levels. www.climatenetwork.org
About the Fossils: The Fossil of the Day awards were first presented at the climate
talks in 1999, in Bonn, initiated by the German NGO Forum. During United Nations
climate change negotiations (www.unfccc.int), members of the Climate Action
Network (CAN), vote for countries judged to have done their 'best' to block progress
in the negotiations in the last days of talks. This tradition now continues at the
Rio+20 Summit.
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