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Adaptation Olympics. Gold medal awaits!

Adgptation was high on the
agendain Bonn jug eight weeks
ago, kick-started by thein-session
workshop. Now, in Accra
without such a stimulating
workshop, ECO wondes if there
isadange tha parties will either
start from scraich or feel tha
there is little more to say on
adaptation this week?

This at atime tha climate change
impacts become redity every
day, and Poznan and Copenhagen
are aroundthe cormner. Thereisno
time to waste. Accra nesds a
focused discussion tha picks up
where we left the issue in Bonn.
And tha means clear responss
and comments on proposals tha
were made by Parties so far.
Progress can only come from the
mutudly active exchange on
ond3 thoughs and visions

To tha end, ECO has drawn up
key questions for the plannd
Contact Group on Adaptation. To
kick-off the first meeting of tha
Contact Group, paties may wish
to raise thefollowing:

1. Adgptation unde the future
regime mugd be integrated into

one cohaent framework tha
massively scales up adgptation
action. Parties mug make clear
commitments, especially when it
comes to suppoting thoe mog in
need.

2. Annex 1 colleagues can be
asked if they agree tha the rich
and indudrialised counties
should finance mog of the
adaptation needed in developing
counties. The Annex | counties
have after al caused mog of
climate change Do not let them
ge off thehook

3. ECO would like to remind
paties tha adaptation in
developing counties will cos an
estimated $50-86bn annudly.
ECO wondes how Annex 1
colleagues (and, for tha matter,
aso nonAnnex 1 colleagues)
think the necessary amount
should be geneated: through
auctioning of AAUs, a globd
carbon tax, contributons based
on responsbility and capacity or
some othe creative mechanism.
Yes, not all aspects of the various
proposis have been lookda at,
but that@ wha ddegaes are here
forin Accra

(continues on page2)

Arriving Bankrupt in Accra

Ludwig was thrilled to visit Africa for the first time. Jus eight weeks
after meetingsendad in his hometown of Bonn, Germany, Ludwig ar-
rived in Accra amidg a plane full of negotiators Binduding ailmog the

entire U.S. ddegaion.

After going throughcusoms, Ludwig noticed that aleading U.S. nego-
tiator could not withdraw any money from the ATM B not once, but
twice. (Does the world@ biggest supapower D and globd warming
contributor Breally have o little money in the bank to address climate

change?OL udwig wondeed.

Ludwig hopel this was not a sign of the measurable, reportable and

verifiable finandngto come.

ISSUE NO1 VOLUME CXVI FREE OF CHARGE



CLIMATE NEGOTIATIONS ACCRA AUGUST '08 NGO NEWSLETTER

LULUCEF:

Creating new holes rather than plugging them?

The last few days have seen a
flurry of discussion aboutchanges
to LULUCF rules and ther
implications  Several Annex |
Parties made submssions and
presentations to yesterday® first
contact group on the topic.
Unfortunaely, to borrow a phrase
from Canada@ submission, they
are largdy focused on approaches
to  QGubgantially  improve
incentivesO for mitigaion in the
sector. Trandation: Parties are
looking to make it easer to
geneate cheap LULUCEF credits.
Parties are calling for newv sinks
(harvested wood produds and
wetland  restoration), reduced
emissons liabilities  through
Qactoring outd and special
accouning rules tha arbitrarily
l[imit emissions from harvesting,
despite wha the atmophee
actudly sees.

The technical paper released this
week by the Secretariat shows
tha mog of the proposls put
forward in Bonn will have the
effect of increasing the emission
budges of Annex 1 Parties. This
will also increase the supply of
tradeable units in the carbon
market and therefore reduae the
price. This is exactly the wrong
direction!

The submission from the EU
provides good reason to be
concerned about this effect. |t
points out tha the LULUCF
sector has much highe rates of
recalculations uncertainties and
variability than the emissions it
would offset in other sectors.

Canada3  propozd ~ Gorward
baseline approachO to factoring
out emissions is the pefect

example of how the focus on
incentives can have perverse
outcomes: in trying to
develop an approach to factor
out naural emissons it
would give a pas on
emissons from busness-as
usud practices by puting
them in the basdine (In the
case of Canada about
900000 ha of annud harvest,
much of it clear-felling in
primary forests).

ECO implores the Parties to
refocus their LULUCF efforts
on plugging the holes in the
current rules tha alow them
to pick and choo® activities
and alows them to evade
responsbility for emissions
from this sector.

(continued frompagel)

4. It@ high time tha Annex 1
paties respondel to the various
proposis for ingitutiond
arrangaments unde the UNFCCC
tha are necessary to deal with
adaptation in a less fragmented,
more efficient and targeted way B
beit an adgptation expert group, a
committee or a Subsdiary Body
for Adaptation.

5. Test the groundfor introduang
a nev kind of Nationd
Adaptation Plan (ECO calls them
NAPS) in the future regime Plike
the current NAPAS, these would
list the mog urgent measures, but

aso spdl out the longterm
adgptation needsfor development.
All developing counties (not just
the LDCs) would prepare these
plans and both ther preparation
AND implementation would be
financed through the finanda
mechanism of the future regime.
Speaking of the mog vulnerable:
how would developing county
govenments endure tha the new
NAPs paticularly address the
needs of thar mog vulneable
communities?

ECO invites al 192 Parties to
respond clearly and urgently to
the issues above B and submit
answvers to ECO. ECO will award

aGold Medd for thebest STP
(specific textud proposl) on
adaptation.

Bonngave usa more conaete
idea of wha a future
framework on adgptation
could look like, through a
nunmbe of elements tha
Parties proposd. Building on
this, we mugt now begin to fill
in the deaalls, induding
guiddines and finandng to
prepae and  implement
naiond adaptation plans and
the establishment of regiond
centres.
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